
What is the Cornerstone Construction Group?
The Cornerstone Construction Group is a family owned and operated construction business started 21
years ago in Redondo Beach by Vic Braden and his wife, Linda. The management team was completed
when their daughter, Stella, joined them in 1999. 

Vic’s experience as Director of Engineering and Construction for Centinela Medical Center in the early
1980’s helped him realize the value of a builder with specialized knowledge of the healthcare industry, con-
cern for patient care and who understood hospital technology jurisdictions and codes. Way ahead of his
time, he saw the value of introducing a builder with understanding of the heath-care market needs into the
early stages of the design process. 

He and his wife, Linda, developed the culture where, at Cornerstone Construction Group, they would view
their clients as “valued partners”. This philosophy, enhanced with a core commitment to integrity, quality
of workmanship and client satisfaction, still impacts all facets of the business today and ensures the job’s
done right the first time.

They now specialize in providing complete “design/build” services to the commercial and residential mar-
kets in the Beach Cities area. “There’s a lot of competition here, but we’ve been told we’re the best at what
we do,” said Stella Braden Rothluebbers.

The family is also guided by a strong desire to invest in the continued development of Redondo Beach and
over the years, they have spent their spare time and company resources helping their local community.

Who uses Cornerstone Construction Group?
Top-line healthcare facilities (based in Southern California) and private homeowners (based in LA County’s
South Bay area) who desire a contractor with a design/build vision and who stands behind their word are
the type of customers that Cornerstone Construction Group attracts. 

Why did the Cornerstone Construction Group say “yes” 
to Extreme Makeover: Home Edition?
Cornerstone Construction Group is a small business with a big heart.  Extreme Makeover: Home Edition
represents a great opportunity to show the world how a small business with a real talent for coordinating
both design/build skills can give back to their community.   



Two years ago, the Cornerstone Construction Group Team restored the Morrell House, a historical home
originally constructed around the turn of the century by the first Fire Chief for the City of Redondo Beach.
Moved from its original location in 1990 to Heritage Court, the house sat for nearly 10 years waiting to be
restored.  Every Saturday for two straight years, Vic was there rallying the troops and led the project to a
successful conclusion with the City Council issuing a grateful proclamation to the firm. 

For the past 6 years, Vic Braden has also been involved with the John M. Perkins Foundation.  Every 
year, Vic makes a trip to Mississippi with a team of volunteers to help restore low-income homes for 
needy families.

Prayer has been a central element of decision-making and direction from the beginning of this project.  The
Braden family has had daily prayers so that suppliers from lumber companies to plumbing and electrical
supply houses would step forward and contribute everything that is needed for this project.  This project
allows Cornerstone Construction Group to continue their philosophy of giving back to the community by
using their design/build skills in a seven-day trial of strength and by expressing their faith.

The Goals and Objectives of the Cornerstone Construction Group
in tackling Project 409
“Our overall reason for doing this was to help a family in need.  We also plan to create an environment
where we surround the neighbors with excitement and love and get them to feel they’ve been invited to the
party.” -Linda Braden

Linda Braden went on to say the following about:  
The Week of Construction:
“We’ll implement our phased construction. We are all on site with our own specific responsibilities. We’ll
finish each day with a general critique of what went right and what needs buttoning up. We’ll ensure the
neighbors are cared for (up to 24 will be impacted).”
Post Completion:
“We’ll ensure that everything is wrapped up and tidied up on time. If any local property has been damaged
we will fix it.”

Company History
Vic Braden and his wife, Linda, started Cornerstone Construction Group in 1985.  Their initial objective
was to provide a quality built product in the local commercial market and early days showed they had the
necessary skill set. 

Among the many prestigious clients Cornerstone Construction Group has served include Little Company of
Mary Hospital, California Hospital, Torrance Memorial Hospital, Honda Federal Credit Union, Los
Angeles Job Corps Center and Goodwill Industries.  Vic and Linda specialized in the Healthcare Industry
where patient care had to be maintained whilst surrounded by the noise and dust of a construction team. 

In the 1990’s they honed their talent for “design and build” collaboration and extended their activities into
the local residential market, and in 1999 their daughter, Stella, joined them to complete the family team.  

As one of several local firms, which specialize in bringing a design/build approach to a construction project,
Cornerstone Construction Group, Inc. believes they can reduce the total project time by at least 10%,
which is then passed onto the Client as a lower all-in cost. 



What is Design/Build Construction?
It’s a team effort, which brings together architects, engineers and construction professionals right at the
beginning of the project. They meet with the Client and this collaborative team approach 
• identifies up-front what is or is not feasible, 
• keeps all communication channels open so all parties are informed of progress and 
• can provide the client with a realistic project budget. 

Design/Build is more effective than having an architect draw up plans separate from engineering, interior
design and construction management. The final result of design/build is a quality product built within
budget and a happy client who has had only one point of contact – Cornerstone Construction Group.

The Guiding Principles of Cornerstone Construction Group:  
Quality:
“Quality is not an accident, it’s a well thought-out executed plan and design which meets the Clients’
requirements and achieves them all within budget.”– Linda Braden

Reliability: 
“We get things done on time, hold our Client’s hands, and provide 24/7 service with one point of contact.” –
Stella Braden Rothluebbers

“It means from the very beginning to the very end, we will be there when we say we will.”                –
Linda Braden.

Ease of Doing Business:
“Building a framework based on trust and honesty so our Client’s emotions, which continually range up-
and-down, are resolved openly and faithfully.” - Stella Braden Rothluebbers

“This means open communications, being available and accountable.” – Vic Braden

Matching Customers’ needs:
“This means we carefully interview all our customers in depth to determine exactly what they are looking
for – everything from needs, use, cost, timing, preferences, etc. We get to know their needs really well
before we put together any form of proposal.” – Linda Braden

Customized Construction: 
“Custom means customized based on our client’s needs. It’s not just style and it doesn’t have to be expen-
sive. Some people think custom construction is unattainable.” – Vic Braden 

“Custom construction means that we join Vic’s engineering and construction knowledge with Linda’s
design background and the client’s desires. This is then combined with our local knowledge of property val-
ues to bring an economic perspective to your project. If your 2,000 sq ft. addition will not add economic
value, we tell you. We could be talking our way out of a job, but we care about our clients.” – Stella Braden



Management Profiles: 

Vic Braden
Vic acquired his engineering training in the U. S. Navy, where he studied at the Great Lakes Naval train-
ing propulsion engineering school.  Honorably discharged in 1973, Vic became a licensed Power Engineer
(P.E.) in 1974.  He started his professional career as a licensed power engineer working with a network of
hospitals working in their engineering and construction divisions.  Vic worked his way up to Director of
Engineering and construction at Centinela Hospital Medical Center in 1979. All of his thirty-two years
since leaving the Navy have been in Southern California. 

In 1974, he and Linda were married and they bought their first house in Redondo Beach. They have three
children: V.J., Gina and Stella. V.J. is an account executive for Lime Financial - a mortgage company
based in Oregon, Gina is married with two children, and Stella is Vice President of the family firm.

Vic is a very focused, results oriented, big picture individual who once he has committed himself to achiev-
ing something bold, he “gets it done”. He is a confident person, a man of faith, has a great sense of humor,
and wants everyone around him to join in the fun.

Linda Braden  
Linda studied Business Administration at Mt. San Antonio College in Los Angeles County, after which she
worked with the President of Wells Fargo’s Realty Advisors, Property Management Division. 

In 1985, she co-founded Cornerstone Construction Group where her administrative and project manage-
ment skills were a perfect foil to the entrepreneurial skills of her husband. Her attention to and under-
standing of the needs of their clients are legendary, and she has developed over the past fifteen years an
innate ability to turn their clients’ dreams into firm reality through her interior design skills.   

Linda is a conduit of energy; she often speaks of her faith. Her optimistic and visionary approach to both
the business and her family life maintains an infectious support mechanism, which keeps the team spirit
and momentum going.  She is a most gracious and observant individual who is very sensitive to Client
needs.

Stella Braden Rothluebbers
Stella, born and raised in Redondo Beach, California, studied business at El Camino College and started
her professional career in property management by joining Horizon Management Company where she
trained as both a Property Manager and a Contract Administrator. 

The skills of being responsible for specific build projects and handling clients and sub contractors were a
perfect fit for the family business which she joined in 1999 as Vice President, with responsibility for plan-
ning and scheduling the construction jobs.  From the initial meeting with the Client to the final sign-off,
her attention to detail and organizational zeal coupled with her decisive, results oriented direct approach
insure each job is done on time and within budget. 

Stella is married to Jason, who is currently employed by Huskinson and Brown Law Offices.  The couple
has two boys, ages 12 and 3.
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